
Email sent to Board of Education Chairman Mike Lyons late Monday night and forward 
Tuesday afternoon to NancyOnNorwalk. 

March 23, 2015 

The Hour asked me last week if I planned to run for re-election to the Board of 
Education this fall.  I told The Hour that due to my new job having travel obligations that 
will require me to be away for months at a time, it would be difficult to continue serving 
on the Board, and so I was thinking of resigning within the next few weeks.  However, 
given the events that have unfolded this past week, and after consulting with RTC 
Chairman Peter Torrano and Board of Education Chairman Mike Lyons, I have decided 
to resign immediately. 

My arguments against all forms of racism in a recent private Facebook post have been 
misconstrued. Yes, some of the language in my post was inappropriate, which I regret, 
but I have never attacked any race or ethnic group. 

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder said years ago that the country needed “a forthright 
national conversation between blacks and whites to discuss aspects of race which are 
ignored because they are uncomfortable.”  Holder went on to say that the conversation 
hasn’t happened because "certain subjects are off limits and that to explore them risks 
at best embarrassment and at worst the questioning of one's character." 

I can confirm from my personal experience that Holder was right.  A “conversation” that 
goes only one way, in which bringing up uncomfortable facts leads to “questioning of 
one’s character”, isn’t a conversation at all.  I hope someday we can actually have such 
a forthright conversation in Norwalk. 

My Facebook posting has now become a topic of such controversy that it is distracting 
people from the important work before of the Board of Education, and I am resigning in 
order to remove that distraction. 

I want to thank all those I have worked with over the last seven years to improve 
our school system, and especially the many people who had reached out to me 
with their support this past week.  We have made great strides in improving our 
school system in recent years, from good budgeting, to new curriculums, to better 
technology, to new programs like the P-Tech Academy.   

I am glad to have been able to play a part in that progress.   I know under the leadership 
of Mike Lyons that I can expect more great progress in the improvement of our schools 
to come.  It has been an honor to serve the people of Norwalk. 

 
                            
     

     

 


