
 
 
March 4, 2018 
 
 
Yvette, 
 
With the recent uprising of school violence in our nation, We acknowledge your recent 
statement addressing the safety of our cities children. While we appreciate your 
collaboration in adapting several Best Buddies chapters in Norwalk, we need a multi-
faceted, sustainable and comprehensive approach as we are extremely concerned for 
our most vulnerable Special Needs Children. Tolerance, difference and acceptance is 
not taught in our Norwalk Public Schools. We believe this needs to start at the 
Administration Level in our Elementary Schools. Unfortunately, it has been overlooked 
for years, ostracizing our most vulnerable children with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, leaving them friendless and bullied in the corner, misunderstood, feared and 
blamed. 
 
Owen Lynch is an example of what happens every day in our cruel culture. This 
situation is urgent and needs Immediate attention. How do we teach acceptance to all 
Administrators, Educators, and students of all ages? Other school systems have done 
this with great success for many generations. Programs like Best Buddies will effect 
change over time, but we need a wakeup call for the district now.  
 
How do we include this topic as part of the NPS curriculum? Perhaps it can be included 
during health or gym class? 
 
Perhaps assemblies in each and every school, district wide, where You, Sped teachers 
and Brien McMahon Best Buddies can show videos such as this inspiring inclusion 
video entitled “This is Me” 
 
https://www.facebook.com/EndtheWord/videos/10156091643243718/ 
 
Here is another useful video that teaches elementary school children that we all have 
differences' or similar words: 
 
 



 
 
https://youtu.be/PCSLhFlRcHE 
 
Training and programs for schools are available on this government website: 
 
https://www.stopbullying.gov/ 
 
These links were found with a quick serch online. There are so many others that teach 
how powerful and hurtful words can be and how to be a friend to someone different.  
 
In addition, a Parent Committee should be formed to work with  
NPS to be sure we are reaching and educating our collective community.  
 
We are asking for an IMMEDIATE CALL TO ACTION. Not in a month, Today! 
 
Sped Partners Board Members 
 


