
From: Diane Lauricella < 

To: Isabelle Hargrove < 

Cc: Marija < Donna Smirniotopoulos < Adolph Neaderland < Lisa Brinton Thomson < Diane 

Cece <>; Deb Goldstein < >; Heather Dunn < > 

Sent: Friday, April 6, 2018, 1:26:33 PM EDT 

Subject: Re: POCD & Charade 

 
Isabelle 

 
Thank you for hosting the CNNA meeting today, however, after much thought and soul-

searching I have decided to resign from the CNNA Provisional ExCom as well as the Mayor's 
Oversight Committee due to several reasons, not least of which is the continued difficulties 

posed by the stressful aftermath of settling my Mother's estate.  

 
Who needs more stress in their lives?  I sure don't and now the rest of you can relax and 

stop using me as your scapegoat.  Yes, this isn't about me but some of you continue to 

attack me personally in order to make a power play. 
 

The other major reason I will step back is that I feel that differences of opinion are not 
tolerated and not handled civilly by certain members on this thread.  I am tired of being 

insulted.  I tried and have written proof that I tried to handle these differences both on- and 

offline.   I have, until the last year or so when my family matters interfered, have been an 
active and productive member of CNNA as well as my community.  I have spoken on behalf 

of citizen injustice in this City for a long time.  
 

I will not let anyone, especially some of the current influences upon the CNNA Provisional 

Ex-Com and the Ad Hockers before them, take that away from me and try to make me the 
scapegoat.  Not going to happen.  I would have responded to Lisa and Donna's personal, 

dismissive and untrue attacks but had other business matters this week that I had to tend 
to.  You cannot simply rewrite history. 

 

FACT: I never said that we should not respond to the November 18 Event.  I, like some 
others on this thread, suggested in writing that we temper the response initially.  Some of 

you wanted the "scorched earth" approach so CNNA as a whole decided not to do 

anything,  not willing to meet in the middle initially and ratchet up the pressure. 
 

FACT:  The interim memo to Fran and POCD Oversight Committee:  (Donna email response) 
It was NOT a "secret memo" nor "insubordinate".  Who uses that kind of toxic language 

except to impugn people's character?  Adolph and I were trying to help the CNNA by making 

a POCD City deadline before the CNNA ExCom was planning to meet with its associated 
Bylaw strictures that Donna referred to.  We both spent hours going over the documents.  I 

(and Adolph) were not attempting by any stretch of the imagination to be nefarious or 
"insubordinate".  I explained what happened and said it wouldn't happen now that we were 

meeting but stunning how Donna could think the worse and impugn my character.  This is 

the second time she has threatened my seat on the Oversight Committee (other in personal 
emails) and passed harsh judgment before she knew the facts.  Did not even care to know 

the facts.   

 
FACT:  Part of the last CNNA meeting was a runaway train, especially during the POCD 

discussion, partly because Roberts Rules of Order were not followed.  I raised my hand and 
Lisa literally waved her hand at me dismissively and decided instead to let some others like 

Heather and Adolph speak whenever they wanted.  I did not dominate the discussion as 



much as others.  I do apologize for trying to clarify the facts about POCD matters that were 
being misinterpreted.  Adolph may have told you what you wanted to hear, but they were 

not always factual.    
   

Much of the "uncivil" behavior that I mentioned has been internal and elevated 

about the POCD project-personal threats, lies, insults, powerplays and bullying directed 
at me via email, texts and phone calls by folks that are so frustrated with City Government 

that they lash out at me for trying to offer a different approach rather than "scorched 

earth".   I do not deserve that.  Refusal to work things out in person or by phone is 
another example of uncivil behavior. So is shunning.   

 
I believe that at this time, the CNNA leadership has been hijacked by partisan 

politics.  Many others have noticed it.    

 
It is sad because all of us have unique skills- including me. 

 
I definitely will be using the ole' "sleep on it test" to review what I have read on this thread. 

 

Have a good weekend. 
Diane L. 

 
 

 

 

 


