
From: Donna Smirniotopoulos <  
Date: May 29, 2018 at 11:40:23 AM EDT 
To: "Spahr, Jeff" <JSPAHR@norwalkct.org> 
Cc: "paula.pearlman@ct.gov" <paula.pearlman@ct.gov>, "King, Laoise" 
<lking@norwalkct.org>, "Kydes, John" 
<jkydes@norwalkct.org>, Hrilling@norwalkct.org, rkoch@hearstmediact.com 
Subject: Re: FIC #0212 

Dear Attorney Pearlman, 
 
Mr. Spahr should refer to emails he received Friday in response to Ms. Paradis’s request for 
consolidation, on which he was copied,  as I advised him to do on Friday when he asked me 
to clarify.  To quote from that email with the subject 2018-0212: 
 
“Ms. Paradis, 
Mr. Kydes may not have any documents responsive to my request.  Since he never 
responded to my request, I do not know if this is the case.  If he had a face to face 
conversation with Mr. Mancini and did not take notes or otherwise record it, his non-
response may not be an FOI violation.  Perhaps Mr. Spahr can reach out to Mr. Kydes to 
settle the matter.  If Mr. Kydes says there are no documents, I will drop the complaint, 
though I don’t think the practice of ignoring FOI requests is wise.” 
 
Regarding complaint 0212, I reported Mr. Mancini’s account as he reported it to me.  I 
previously notified your office that I did not intend to pursue my complaint number 0195, 
which involved documents related to Mr. Mancini’s appointment requested of the mayor’s 
office, in an effort to spare Mr. Mancini, who did no wrong, the time and effort required to 
travel to Hartford on behalf of this claim.   
 
If as Mr. Mancini alleges, he and Mr. Kydes spoke after a PTO meeting on Thursday, April 
19, and Mr. Kydes did not make a record, his position as Common Council president 
notwithstanding, then no record exists—a point I raised in response to Ms. Paradis’ request 
to consolidate on Friday, quoted above, which Mr. Spahr apparently did not bother to 
read.  In short, if the only record is Mr. Mancini’s resume, which became public when the 
agenda was posted, I withdraw the complaint, as I told both Ms. Paradis and Mr. Spahr I 
would do on Friday.   
 
Those who advise the mayor appear to support the practice of withholding the identities of 
persons in consideration for land use appointments until agendas are posted for the 
Common Council meetings at which their appointments will be approved, whether or not 
there are records responsive to FOI requests.  To date neither Mr. Spahr nor the mayor 
have satisfactorily supported the practice of exempting this information on the grounds of 
privacy.  It is in the public interest for the citizens to know well in advance not only what 
names are under consideration but what the mayor’s process (or lack thereof) is.  Though 
Mayor Rilling’s assistant, Ms. King, wrote, “accountability for land use decisions ultimately 
lays upon the mayor’s shoulders,” it is people like me, private citizens—“this complainant” 
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in Mr. Spahr’s words—who suffer as a result of an opaque process that results in land use 
boards populated by those who do not understand the work requirements.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Donna Smirniotopoulos  

Sent from my iPad 
 
On May 29, 2018, at 10:05 AM, Spahr, Jeff <JSPAHR@norwalkct.org> wrote: 

Dear Attorney Pearlman: 
  
We recently received yet another FOI Complaint filed by this citizen. The gist of the 
Complaint is that Mr. Kydes (our Common Council President) had a conversation with 
Mr. Mancini (in other places referred to by the Complainant as “Mr. Martini”) that took 
place on April 19th at a PTO meeting. It is alleged that this conversation included an 
inquiry about Mr. Mancini’s interest in serving on a land use committee (the 
Complainant maintains that this information was provided to her by Mr. Mancini).  
  
The Complainant directed an email to Mr. Kydes on April 24, 2018 seeking copies of 
any and all records “pertaining to the nomination of Frank Martini (sic) as Zoning 
Alternate”. In her Complaint it is alleged that Mr. Kydes should have created a record of 
the conversation he had with ‘Mr. Martini’ at this PTO meeting.  
  
Mr. Kydes informs me that there is no record of this conversation and that the only 

record he has is an email, dated April 18, 2018*, from Mr. Mancini enclosing his 

resume and an email from Kydes to the City Clerk sending the resume on for 
publication as part of the Agenda for the Common Council meeting held on April 24, 
2018 (see attached).  
  
It should be highlighted that the Mancini nomination was on the Agenda for the 
Common Council scheduled to be held on Tuesday, April 24th. It is the practice of the 
City to post the Agenda of the Common Council on the Friday preceding the meeting 
date. It must be emphasized that along with the posting of the Agenda a copy of Mr. 
Mancini’s resume would be attached to the materials posted online 
(see   https://www.norwalkct.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/13254  ). 
  
Accordingly, the Complainant would have had access to the Mancini resume as of April 
20th – even before she had filed her FOI request and well before she filed her FOI 
Complaint. 
  
Most alarming, however, is the fact that the Complainant has just assumed that there 
was a record made by Mr. Kydes of the conversation that he is said to have had with 
Mr. Mancini about an appointment to the Zoning Commission. The Complainant has 
absolutely no proof that any such records even exist –yet, she has filed an FOI 
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Complaint alleging that the City/Kydes violated the FOI by failing to turn over such a 
record.  
  
It is hereby demanded that the Complainant withdraw FIC #2018-0212 immediately 
  

*Given that Mr. Mancini forwarded his resume to Mr. Kydes on April 18th it would 

appear that the Complainant’s assertion that the Kydes/Mancini conversation took place 
on April 19th is also misreported.  

  

  

  

M. Jeffry Spahr 

Deputy Corporation Counsel 
City of Norwalk 

125 East Avenue 

Norwalk, Conn. 06851 

(203)854-7750 

(203)854-7901 (f) 

 


