
I oppose HB-5044.   The Connecticut Constitution guarantees freedom of religion and a 
free and appropriate education for all children.  According to the Connecticut 
Constitution, the State can only overrule these freedoms when it can prove, with 
empirical evidence, a compelling interest and when it can prove that it has applied the 
least restrictive means to meet that State interest.  The burden of proof falls on the 
State.  The State of Connecticut has failed to prove a compelling interest with empirical 
evidence.  Rhetoric and popular opinion are not substantial enough to strip civil 
liberties.  The State of Connecticut has failed to apply the least restrictive means to 
meet its interest. There are already measures in place to protect Connecticut citizens in 
the event of an outbreak that do not include stripping parental rights and removing 
healthy children from school.  
 
As a devoted public school educator and a firm believer in the right to a free and equal 
education for all children, I am wholeheartedly disappointed that elected officials in 
Connecticut are considering using the right to an education as political leverage to force 
compliance of a medical product that violates sincerely held religious beliefs. 
 
We have a duty to serve all children.  We are being asked to exclude children from their 
fundamental right to an education based on their vaccination status in the absolute and 
complete absence of any compelling reason to do so. In fact, according to a 2003 
archived article from Connecticut's Official State website, titled "CT Leads Nation in 
Child Immunization Rates for Second Consecutive Year," Governor Rell was proudly 
proclaiming that Connecticut was above the CDC's recommended 90% vaccination rate. 
While at 91% in 2003, CT was at 88% in 1998,  and still,  I don't recall any of the panic 
or gloom and doom prophecies we hear today. In fact, our current vaccination rate is 
even better at 96%; which means that statistical manipulation is being used as a scare 
tactic by focusing on school-by- school data. They say that "pockets of unvaccinated" 
are posing a threat to "herd immunity."  But it stands to reason as well as to statistical 
analysis that if our overall vaccination status is better as a state, then even those 
"pockets" are better than they were seventeen  years ago. 
 
Legislation that would remove the Religious Exemption to vaccination and deny a child 
the right to an education is a preemptive strike on the civil liberties of a population that 
has never been proven to cause any harm to others .It is the duty of the State to provide 
empirical evidence of a compelling interest; the State cannot rely on rhetoric and 
popular opinion to justify such an egregious abuse of its power.   It is a failure to provide 
equal protection under the law for a minority group of the population exercising their 
First Amendment guarantees.  
 
If you vote this through, you will be responsible for enforcing a law that prohibits healthy 
children from attending  schools.  
 
 
Did you know there were 4,200 families on Long Island using the Religious Exemption 
and not a single case of measles during the outbreak in spring 2019?  
 



 
Did you know that by summer of 2019, a law had been passed prohibiting NY school 
children with religious objections to vaccination from attending school? 
 
Did you know that it took NYS DPH over 70 days to institute a quarantine, which is an 
example of least restrictive means, and that the outbreak ended after the institution of 
the quarantine?  NYS DPH failed at its duty and the citizens of NYS are paying for the 
neglect of their regulating bodies with their freedom.  
 
Did you know that on October 18th 2019, Dr. Scott O'Brien, Superintendent of Rocky 
Point Union Free School District issued a statement that chickenpox had been reported 
in the district? 
 
Did you know that on November 13th , 2019, Sayville Public Schools issued a 
statement that chickenpox had been reported at Sunrise Elementary School. 
 
Did you know that on December 5th, 2019, the Director of Public Heath Dr. Shaheda 
Ifikhar, issued a statement that pertussis had been reported in Suffolk County at 
Connetquot High School? 
 
Did you know that Amish school children who are completely unvaccinated and attend 
school with each other have been prohibited by law from attending their own schools? 
 
There is no evidence of a compelling State interest in Connecticut.  The State carries 
the burden of proof.  There are already laws that provide the least restrictive means 
without removing healthy children from school.  
 
Additionally, this type of legislation cannot be applied with any amount of fairness 
because families that have the financial means will continue to direct the upbringing of 
their children according to their beliefs. Families with the means will home-school their 
children, or move, or find a way to deal with the problem in ways that poor families 
without economic means cannot. Is this a precedent we want to revive?  
 
These laws hurt children and they hurt families in order to protect the bottom line for 
industry giants.  The voices of concerned parents have been silenced, misrepresented, 
and completely ignored. 
 
Laws that promote intolerance and take rights away from families are a demonstration 
of a group of people doing the bidding of one of the most powerful industries on Earth at 
the expense of the civil liberties and freedoms of their fellow Americans. 
 
A zero tolerance policy for religious freedom, personal choice and bodily autonomy is a 
dangerous philosophy to embrace and not one we are used to seeing perpetuated by 
our government.    
 



These very real and legitimate concerns are being met with fierce intolerance and 
blatant hatred and persecution of those who express them.  
 
Protect religious freedom, parental rights and the fundamental right to a free and equal 
education.  Vote No on HB-5044. 
 
Respectfully, 
Elisavet Kousidis 
 
Norwalk, CT 
 


