MLK Initiative
May 6, 2021 – Planning Committee Update
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Background
During the 2017 legislative session,
Freedom Faith Collaborative successfully
worked with the State legislature, the
Governor’s Office and the Department of
Banking to designate three Corridors, in
different urban areas in the state, “MLK
Corridors”. The three named corridors are
Norwalk, Middletown and New Britain.
These designated corridors would then
serve as an epicenter to help spur
increased economic activity to the benefit
of the community, residents and
municipalities and help solve some of the
chronic problems that face urban areas like
unemployment, housing and education.
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Timeline
•

In 2017, the City agreed to participate in an application for the MLK Corridor Initiative.
The City remains fully committed to the process

•

Steering Committee meetings began in January 2019, with members from the
Community and the City of Norwalk

•

Held four two-hour public community meetings in October 2019

•

Recommendations identified in February 2020

•

Slated to meet with State Officials March 2020. Began ongoing work based on
recommendations at the local level.

•

MLK Corridor Residential Façade Program launched in November 2020

•

MLK Corridor Initiative reconvened in March 2021

•

$3M MLK Corridor Initiative grant announced by the State
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MLK Corridor Geography
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Community Meetings, October 2019
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Source: MLK Corridor Open House Sessions, October 2, 2019
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Recommendations
and Progress
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Recommendation:
Façade Improvement Program
Recommended: $1M

Update: $280K committed
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MLK Façade Improvement Program
• Flyers were distributed in November
2020
• 13 applicants – twice as many in
comparison to past Façade
Improvement Programs
• Applicant Breakdown:
• 6 applicants
• These are owner occupied
units
• Late Winter/Early Spring
• 7 applicants
• These are renter occupied
units
• Late Spring
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Recommendation:
Art Initiative
Recommended: $50K

Update: $50K committed

Objective: Create site specific art installations. Events and improvements in the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Corridor to celebrate the legacy, to grow the community, create
identity and foster inclusion.
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MLK Corridor – Art Initiative
Madison Street and MLK
Jr. Boulevard/Clay – stair
risers

South Main and Wilson

Nathaniel Ely School
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Recommendation:
Public Wifi (Education Effort)
Recommended: Explore Grant
Opportunity

Update: $640K to bring broadband
connection to 1,000 families

• Survey results indicate 7-8% of Norwalk Public School families do not have access
to high-quality, reliable internet service.
• 1,000 families with school-aged children have access to high-speed internet at
no-cost for one year and are connected to digital literacy coaching, local housing,
mental health, food, and other social service resources.
• The City of Norwalk has budgeted $150,000, Dalio Education is a lead supporter
of the Initiative, providing $315,000 to Norwalk Public Schools which will contract
with Altice/Optimum to provide high-speed internet. This will be supplemented
with a $50,000 grant from the Be Foundation. The Per and Astrid Heidenreich
Family Foundation and The Ritter Family Foundation have each provided grants of
$125,000 to support the Community Services Department and the Family
Navigators.
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Recommendation:
Education Hub, a community space dedicated to
education for children and adults
Recommended: Dedicated space in a
City building

Update: Continuing to explore

• Exploring space in City, or other, buildings to provide education programming for
children and adults.
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Recommendation:
Traffic and Mobility Improvements
Project Description
•

This funding will support the installation of crosswalks along the major corridors in the
MLK Corridor geography. In addition this funding will support the installation of new
sidewalks, as well as the reconstruction of sidewalks that have deteriorated over
time. Sidewalk reconstruction and installation is likely to occur on tertiary roadways.

Benefit to the Community
•

This funding will support safe mobility and connectivity throughout the MLK Corridor
geography, a major concern voiced by the community.

Sidewalks

Crosswalks

ADA Compliance
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This funding will support the MLK Corridor

Recommendation:
Open Space and Green Space
Project Description
• Tree Planting Program, where the MLK Corridor group will work with school children to
plant a series of trees through the MLK Corridor geography. In addition, this funding will
support improvements and enhancements to the park system in SoNo, including but not
limited to the Meadow Street Playground. Lastly, this funding will support the clean up of
the medians on MLK Corridor Drive.
Benefit to the Community
• The outcome of this investment is to beautify the neighborhood by introducing greenery,
support the reduction of climate change, reduce urban heat islands, all while supporting
the youth in the MLK Corridor area to play outside, with friends and neighbors in our
dedicated open and green space. Lastly, this funding will support the clean up of the
medians on MLK Corridor Drive, which have had overgrowth in recent years. Once
cleaned out, signage will be installed and plantings will be maintained to improve the
gateway to the MLK Corridor Drive area.

Tree Planting

Playground Cleanup

MLK Median Plantings
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This funding will support the MLK Corridor

Recommendation:
Neighborhood Safety and Beautification
Project Description
• Neighborhood Safety and Beautification This funding will support the pre-existing MLK
Corridor Public Art initiative, Clean Up initiatives and Streetscape improvements. In
addition, this funding will support the installation of technology at highly frequented
dumping areas where the City has cleaned up thousands of pounds of garbage. This
funding is focused on cleaning up the neighborhood streets and the MLK Corridor through
public art initiatives, clean up efforts, the installation of technology, as well as public area
clean up.
Benefit to the Community
• This funding will support the enhancement of the MLK Corridor Public Art initiative that
support public art through the Corridor. This Art Initiative is geared to community
inclusiveness, where all are invited to participate. This funding will support public art
installations, many of which will be completed by Norwalk and MLK Corridor residents,
through the area. In addition, this funding will support the purchase and installation of solar
lighting and cameras which will be installed in highly frequented dumping areas that are
prone to large bulky items, such as appliances and mattresses.

Clean Ups

Solar Lighting

Bulk Pick Ups
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Neighborhood Improvement
The Neighborhood Improvement team focuses on blight remediation, graffiti clean up
and general neighborhood improvements, including but not limited to enhanced
lightening and plantings.
Clean ups in the MLK Corridor include more than 2,700 pounds of debris removed
between June 20, 2020 and October 1, 2020:
•
•
•

June 20, 2020 Oyster Shell Park Community Cleanup - 194.4 pounds of debris was
collected for disposal.
September 19, 2020 Norwalk River Cleanup - 1,885 pounds of litter and debris,
some of which consisted of T.V.s, old radiators, and numerous shopping carts.
October 1, 2020 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard Cleanup - 693 pounds of litter
from the Corridor, a new CCAR/ORCA single-day cleanup record.

The team cleaned up six graffiti tags in the MLK Corridor area in 2020.
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Grey Rock Road and Sheehan Avenue

July 2020

February 2020
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Whistleville Improvements, 2020
• The Whistleville Neighborhood Association was formed in 2019 with the
intent of joining community resources with city funding towards
improvements to the Ely Ave. business center which extends from Mulvoy
St. to Laura Street.
• The goal is to conduct improvements in the area to provide a safe and
clean area for everyone.
• In 2020 the Neighborhood Improvement Manager’s budget allowed for 3
planted urns to be placed on the sidewalks and maintained by Maria De
Florio, co-owner of De Florio’s Market, 115 Ely Ave.
• Several community cleanup campaigns have targeted this neighborhood
and DPW has been more consistent with use of the street sweeper and
routine litter pickup in this neighborhood.
• The South Norwalk Electric Works had upgraded the overhead street
lighting by replacing the street lamps with brighter LED lamps, adding
more lights, and placed lighting beneath the Metro North bridge walkway.
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Recommendation:
Staircase reconstruction @ Hamilton/MLK
Recommended: Reconstruct the
staircase, with heated coils and
lighting.

Update: Exploring staircase
reconstruction – budget and other
funding. Cost estimated @ $700K
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Recommendation:
Installation of fencing at Ely Ave
Project Description
• Fencing along Railway tracks at Ely Ave Installation of 500ft of decorative fence
covering to shield the Ely Avenue neighborhood from the Metro North train tracks.
The tracks are prone to litter and trash collection, which is visible along Ely Avenue.
The goal is to cover the fencing with a decorative cover that conceals the tracks and
garbage.
Benefit to the Community
• This beautification and safety project will create a sense of place in the Ely Avenue
neighborhood of South Norwalk. It will shield residents and visitors from train noise
and garbage scattered around the track area. Garbage will be less likely to blow from
the track area into the neighborhood.
• This project has the potential to become a public art initiative, with collaboration and
partnership with the schools and artists in the community.
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Recommendation:
98 South Main Street
Recommended: $1.5M

Update: $1.5M committed
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Recommendation #8:
SCORE Seminars, quarterly
Recommended: Offer four SCORE
sessions per year.

Update: SCORE team committed.
Need to further explore dates.
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Recommendation #9:
Education Outreach for Existing Programs
Recommended: Educational outreach
for existing programs.

Update: Staff time committed. Need
to further explore dates.

• Education outreach, existing programs (Home improvement, First time
homebuyer seminars, support services seminars)
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Next Steps
•

The MLK Corridor Initiative Committee will be meeting in sub-groups to
discuss each of the recommendations and to propose a portion of the
funding to be allocated those the specific projects.

•

The MLK Corridor Initiative will meet as a larger group to discuss priority
recommendations and funding allocations.

•

Initiatives anticipated to begin in Summer and Fall of 2021.
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