
November 24, 2021 
 
Dear District E and DTC members, 
 
I am Mary Ellen Flaherty-Ludwig and I am writing to seek your support in 
filling the District E vacancy on the Norwalk Board of Education.  
I am a retired Math/Science teacher and have worked for more than 44 years in 
public education in middle school, high school and at the university level. After 
retiring, I went on to mentor teachers for 4 years in a Manhattan public school. 
I guided them in implementing the K-8 national science standards (NGSS) 
focusing on teaching engineering practices. 
My intent is to bring my experience as a teacher and teacher mentor to the 
Norwalk Board of Education. Norwalk in my hometown. I was born at the 
Norwalk Hospital and I attended primary and secondary schools here. I had my 
first middle school assignment at Ponus Ridge Middle School with Dr. Larry 
Cafero, the principal. Not the Larry Cafero you know, but his father. I love the 
Norwalk coastline where I row most mornings, its closeness to NYC where my 
daughters live, and especially I love its people. 
From my perspective, the most powerful way to reach the heart of a child is 
through the teacher. As a community we must nurture the teacher who then 
nurtures the child. Our goals in Norwalk are high. There is much talk of world-
class education. I believe this is achieved through meaningful and challenging 
teacher development. National standards guide teachers to current and 
effective best practices.  
The pandemic has made challenging work so much harder: academically, 
emotionally and socially. The team of parents-teachers-children can be 
supported and enhanced greatly by decisions made by the Board of Education. 
To be a member of the Board of Education is an honor. It is a lofty goal to 
inspire and educate the next generation of young people. To volunteer to work 
for the good of children in the public arena is a high level of citizenship.  I have 
deep respect for those who choose to dedicate their efforts to do good in this 
way. 
I ask your support in allowing me to direct my energies to be part of the 
problem-solving in this educational endeavor for the children of Norwalk. 
 
Respectfully, 
Mary Ellen Flaherty-Ludwig 


