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RESOLUTION REGARDING THE END OF THE MASK MANDATE  

AND POSSIBLE REVISION OF THE SAFETY PROTOCOLS  
RELATED TO COVID-19 IF CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE 

 

Whereas, the Norwalk Board of Education anticipates that the Connecticut State 
Department of Education and the Connecticut Department of Public Health will terminate 
school mask mandates no sooner than February 28, 2022, as authorized by Special Act 22-
1, An Act Concerning the Extension of Certain Executive Orders and Department of 
Public Health Authority, and  

Whereas, under current health and safety conditions, when the mask mandate is 
terminated, neither the Board nor the Superintendent will require the wearing of masks in 
the Norwalk Public Schools (except as the CDC may continue to require masks on school 
buses), recognizing that any individual may choose to wear a mask, and  

Whereas, the Board and Superintendent recognize the need to maintain health and safety 
protocols to protect the health and safety of students, staff, and the community related to 
COVID-19, including the possibility of reinstating a mask mandate if changed conditions 
so warrant, 

Now therefore, it is hereby resolved that the Board and the Superintendent of Schools shall 
continue to consult on health and safety protocols to protect the health and safety of 
students, staff, and the community related to COVID-19 (“Safety Protocols”) consistent 
with applicable laws, rules, regulations, and requirements and recommendations of local, 
state and national public health authorities.  Should conditions change, upon the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board may vote to revise the Safety Protocols 
to address, without limitation, circumstances in which all individuals entering a school 
building, a Board facility, and/or a Board transportation vehicle may be required to wear 
an appropriate face covering. 

 

 

Addendum: 

We, the Norwalk Board of Education, support a MASK OPTIONAL approach, effective 
February 28, 2022. If the pandemic conditions change, the Superintendent and the BOE 
retain the right to reinstate a mask mandate. 

After intensive review of the local and state COVID-19 metrics collaboratively with the 
Norwalk Health Department and a review of the NPS COVID-19 Survey results, plus the 
emails and input from Norwalk citizens in public hearings, we agree to support a MASK 
OPTIONAL approach. We view this not as a victory for one side of the debate or another, 
but rather a step forward together as we deal with the impact of an active COVID-19 
pandemic. While putting on a mask or removing one is a physical action, there is also an 
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emotional component that needs to be addressed. We understand that there might be a 
range of responses to this change. For some it might be welcome and for others it might 
increase levels of uncertainty. We encourage supportive discussions within families and 
within schools as the transition to a Mask Optional approach occurs.  

Finally, we reach out to parents, teachers, and organizations of PTOs and SGCs to put their 
energies (while collaborating with the NPS Health Department) into supporting:  

1. More vaccinations in the 5-11 age group, which currently has 34% fully vaccinated.  

2. More knowledge/more availability of high quality masks. 


