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7 Site Alternatives 
Analysis

The following sections provide summaries of the site 

alternative assessments that were conducted as 

part of this study. Each site was assessed building 

on information presented in Chapters 2 through 5 to 

determine its suitability relative to the other alternatives. 

The suitability factors how well the physical and 

environmental attributes of a site can meet operational 

requirements. Additional detail for each site can be 

reviewed in Appendix A. Following each site description, 

a favorability graphic is provided to indicate the 

general suitability of the site as a potential Wall Street 

station. Key takeaways from these assessments 

are summarized in Section 7.6.                                            

The design of the station must adhere to ADA 

with regards to accessibility. The full site alternatives 

analysis is included as an appendix to this document.
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7.1 Cross Street Site

The Cross Street site is the furthest north of the four alternatives, located just south of the at-grade crossing at 
Cross Street. Due to the presence of a curve beginning just south of the grade crossing, a platform at this location 
would be limited to 300 feet and would preferably be located on the west side of the tracks adjacent to the parking 

6-7 coach trainset currently in operation on the line. Because of this, the train would have to make a multiple stop 
maneuver to ensure that all coaches can board and alight at the shortened platform, which would result in additional 
dwell time and add to the overall running time of the service. 

to commercial and residential parcels, including a newer mixed-use development on the other side of the river. 
The type of density and presence of underutilized land surrounding this site would make the station a reasonable 
catalyst for additional TOD-style developments. Additionally, the site is well connected to existing pedestrian 
infrastructure including sidewalks and crosswalks. While there are no dedicated bicycle facilities servicing the site, it 
may be feasible to develop bike lanes within the existing roadway rights-of-way.

This site is not vulnerable to inundation from storm surge events, but portions of the site are within a 1% chance 

abutting the river. 

Figure 33. Cross Street Site

Figure 34. Cross Street Conceptual Site Favorability 
(Graphic indicates the general station viability)
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7.2 River Street Site

The River Street Site is located on the west side of the Norwalk River, south of Burnell Boulevard. A platform would be 
preferably located on the east side of the tracks to avoid negatively impacting the existing bridge structure and 
retaining wall. Due to this site’s proximity to the tunnel and the river, a platform at this location would be limited to 
190 feet and would allow for just 2 coaches to board and alight at a time. Similar to the Cross Street site, a consist 
stopping at this location would have to perform a multiple stop maneuver to ensure that each coach could board 
and alight, adding dwell time and running time to service on the line. This location has limitations on the location 
of the locomotive position as it cannot idle in the tunnel due to the exhaust fumes, which makes logistics of train 

adjacent to commercial and residential parcels, including a newer mixed-use development just north of the site. 
The density and presence of underutilized land around the site would make the station a reasonable catalyst for 
additional TOD-style developments. Additionally, the site is well connected to existing pedestrian infrastructure and 
additional connections could be made to allow for the direct access to the station from Burnell Boulevard. While 
there are no dedicated bicycle facilities servicing the site, it is likely feasible to develop bike lanes within the existing 
roadway rights-of-way. 

The track and parking area at this location is prone to inundation from storm surge events (Category 4 and higher) 

Figure 35. River Street Site

Figure 36. River Street Conceptual Site Favorability 
(Graphic indicates the general station viability)
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7.3 Isaacs Street Site

This site is located between the south portal of the Wall Street Tunnel and the at-grade crossing at Commerce 

site and limit the platform length to three coaches. Similar to the Cross Street site, a consist stopping at this location 
would have to perform a multiple stop maneuver to ensure that all coaches can board and alight, adding dwell time 
and running time to service on the line. Access to the platform would be developed through a new plaza located 

Potential sites for parking may be considered south of the station along Commerce Street or at the parking garage 
north of the site. 

While this site is less proximal to downtown, the site remains easily walkable from downtown and the Transit Hub. The 
site is closest to Norwalk’s industrial waterfront which includes a mix of commercial, industrial, and some residential 
properties. Despite lower density development directly surrounding this site, the presence of underdeveloped land 
provides an opportunity for future TOD build-out. 

Portions of the rail alignment are vulnerable to inundation from storm surges category 3 or higher, but the site is not 

Figure 37. Isaacs Street Site

Figure 38. Isaacs Street Conceptual Site Favorability 
(Graphic indicates the general station viability)
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7.4 Wall Street – Historic Site

This site is located between the south portal of Wall St Tunnel and Commerce Street’s at-grade crossing. This site 

included a station house over the tunnel (now a tattoo shop), at 47 Wall Street. Access to this site could be possible 
through the former station head house and adjacent properties at 47 and 49 Wall Street, which are located above 
the tunnel. However, to avoid impacting existing businesses, the footprint for this access would be limited to an 
entrance stairway, elevator, and a pedestrian pathway to the platform. Similar to the Isaacs Street site, the platform 
length would be limited to 275-ft, allowing for only three coaches to berth. Similarly, a consist stopping at this location 
would have to perform a multiple stop maneuver to ensure that each coach can board and alight, adding dwell time 
and running time to service on the line. 

properties from the station access point as well as nearby new residential and mixed-use development. Additionally, 
the site is well connected to existing pedestrian infrastructure and additional connections could be made to allow 
for the direct access to the station from Burnell Boulevard. While there are no dedicated bicycle facilities servicing 
the site, it is likely feasible to develop bike lanes within the existing roadway rights of way.

rail alignment at this site are vulnerable to inundation from storm surges category 3 or higher.

Figure 39. Wall Street — Historic Site

Figure 40. Wall Street Conceptual Site Favorability (Graphic 
indicates the general station viability)
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Figure 42. River Street to Cross Street Combined Site  
(Graphic indicates the general station viability)

7.5 River Street to Cross Street (Combined Site)

that spans the Norwalk River. The platform would begin approximately 75 feet north of the Wall Street Tunnel portal 
and span north across the river to create a 530-foot platform. This is the only alternative that would allow for a full-
length consist (7-car train) to berth at the platform, eliminating added dwell time associated with multiple stops 
at the station. However, because of the additional platform infrastructure required, it would also have the highest 
construction costs. Unlike the Cross Street alternative presented above, this alternative would require the platform 
to be constructed on the east side of the tracks to avoid interfering with the Burnell Boulevard Bridge retaining wall 
and superstructure.

This site is close to downtown Norwalk and the Transit Hub which would allow transfers to local and regional bus 
transit infrastructure. Additionally, the site is well connected to existing pedestrian infrastructure and would allow 
for access from both Cross Street and River Street, with the possibility of access from Burnell Boulevard as well. 
While there are no dedicated bicycle facilities servicing the site, it is likely feasible to develop bike lanes within the 
existing roadway rights of way. There is a mix of commercial and residential properties surrounding properties from 
the station access point as well as proximal new residential and mixed-use development. 

station’s location over the Norwalk River, additional environmental review would be required. 

Figure 41. River Street to Cross Street (Combined Site)
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7.6 Site Evaluation Key Takeaways

needed to meet operational criteria, provided the physical and geometrical constraints on this section of the DBL. 
All the other sites would experience operational limitations in the number of coaches being able to stop at the 
platform simultaneously, and in most cases pedestrian access to platform level from the adjacent streets likely 

Only the partial or total reconstruction of the rail bridge over 

construction of a 7-coach long platform, including a section 
of the platform over the river. The River to Cross Street 
option would avoid impacts on the Wall Street tunnel and its 
surroundings and provide enhanced connections to both 
Burnell Boulevard and Cross Street. This alternative would also 
be clear of the 
and should not, except under extraordinary circumstances, 

 for long time periods. 
The feasibility of this option remains to be fully vetted from the 
perspective of construction sequencing and the impacts on existing rail operations, environmental regulations, and 
permitting.

The Table below summarizes the main physical, functional, and operational features of each potential station site:

For operational and safety 
reasons, locomotives/

trainsets are not permitted to 

stop in the Wall Street tunnel 
or block a grade crossing.

Station Sites Physical and Functional Characteristics Operational Characteristics

Cross Street Site

Site long enough to accommodate a 
3-car length platform only

Possibility to create a parking lot

Impact on the nearby grade crossing

Double-stopping needed to 
accommodate a 6-car train

River Street Site

Site long enough to accommodate a 
2-car length platform only

Potential access to nearby transit hub and 
parking facilities

Triple-stopping needed to accommodate 
a 6-car train

Location of the locomotive at the front 
or rear of the train constrained by fume 
exhaust hazard within the Wall Street 
Tunnel

Isaacs Street Site

Site long enough to accommodate a 
3-car length platform only

Potential access to Wall Street

Substantial property acquisitions

No parking lot in the vicinity

Nearby grade crossing to remain closed 
while train is at station

Double-stopping needed to 
accommodate a 6-car train

Location of the locomotive at the front 
or rear of the train constrained by fume 
exhaust hazard within the Wall Street 
Tunnel

Wall Street Site

Site long enough to accommodate a 
3-car length platform only

Potential access to Wall Street

Substantial property acquisitions

Retaining wall work / underpinning work

Nearby grade crossing to remain closed 
while train is at station

Double-stopping needed to 
accommodate a 6-car train

Location of the locomotive at the front 
or rear of the train constrained by fume 
exhaust hazard within the Wall Street 
Tunnel
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Station Sites Physical and Functional Characteristics Operational Characteristics

River Street to Cross 
Street Site

Site long enough to accommodate a 
6-car length platform

Potential pedestrian access at Cross 
Street and Burnell Boulevard

Potential access to nearby transit hub and 
parking facilities

Possibility to create a parking lot at Cross 
Street

rail bridge

Impact on nearby grade crossing

Table 11. Station Summary (Physical, Functional, Operational)


